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The playing of Gaelic Games is a unique and integral
part of Irish culture and tradition. The Gaelic Athletic
Association was founded in 1884 to promote Irish
pastimes and culture, including the playing of Gaelic
Football and Hurling. These games have been played
throughout Ireland for many centuries and the
founding of the Association put in place a structure
that resulted in clubs developing in every town and
village in Ireland. Our games have grown to be the
country’s most popular sports and over 2,000 clubs
exist in Ireland catering for Hurling, Football, Handball

and Rounders.

The popularity of our games abroad, particularly
amongst the Irish Diaspora, is also on the increase
and there are now over 400 clubs playing Gaelic
games around the world in Australasia, Europe,
North America, and Asia. Ireland has seen enormous
demographic changes in recent years and people

of many nationalities and ethnicities have been
welcomed to our shores and to the playing of our

Gaelic Games.

Following consultations with members and non
members the GAA, and in collaboration with Ladies

Football, Camogie, Handball and Rounders a series of

8 Inclusion and Integration Strategy

recommendations and proposals to promote greater
Inclusion and Integration in our Games have now

been adopted as policy.

Specific proposals and recommendations were made
to the GAA’s National Strategic Planning Group
resulting in a dedicated section on Inclusion and
Integration being included as one of the eleven key
themes in the Association’s Strategic Vision and
Action Plan 2009-2015.

Mission, Vision, Values of the GAA

The GAA's values are the heart and soul of our
Association. In every club around the world they

are what binds us, what makes us unique and what
attracts more and more players, members, volunteers

and supporters.

For additional information on the GAA Inclusion and

Integration Strategy please contact inclusion®gaa.ie
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